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From the Editor

Dear Academy members,

The June edition of our news-
letter, timed conveniently for
your Holiday weekend, brings
an insight on some of our ac-
tivities in the last several
months.

President of the Academy,
Aleksandar Hemon in his
address gives you a summary
of events, "Building Pathways
to Success"in St. Louis,
"Sarajevo  Haggadah" and
“What the Living Learn from
the Dead" in Chicago.

A detailed report about the St.
Louis event can be found in an
interesting and  informative
article by Patrick McCarthy
whose contribution and dedica-
tion to "Building Pathways to
Success" was unprecedented.

In the "Members in the News"
section of the newslet-
ter you can read about the ac-

tivities of our members that
caught attention from local
media. I would like to extend
congratulations to BHAAAS
member, Dr. Mirzada Kur-
basic, Professor of Pediatrics at
the University of Louisville,
who received 2010 MOSAIC
Award (Multicultural Opportu-
nities for Success and Achieve-
ment In our Community).

Dr. Keith Doubt recently
taught a  course titled
"Sarajevo:  Surviving  Urbi-

cide"”, which involved a one
week visit to Sarajevo with
eight students from Wittenberg
University.

It is always a great pleasure to
see contributions from our cor-
responding members. Dr. Za-
rema Obradovic, BHAAAS
member from Sarajevo, re-
cently published a new book
entitled "International Travel-
ers Healthcare". We have

From the Desk of the President

Dear Academy members,

The mission of the BHAAAS
was gloriously manifest in a
number of our activities this
past spring.

In April, we were in St. Louis
for Building Pathways to Suc-

cess: A Career Mentoring Pro-
gram for Bosnian-Americans, a
seminar the Academy organ-
ized in cooperation with Font-
bonne University and with the
support of local Bosnian-
Herzegovinian community,
which is the largest in North

some excerpts from the au-
thor’s foreword and from re-
viewers.

"Its songs that sustained us,
and if they cease we’ll become
unsustainable” writes Aleksan-
dar Hemon in the story
"Heritage", and you will see
why it is true indeed.

In the last issue you were able
to listen to Cavatina duo music,
and now you have the opportu-
nity to find out more about
Cavatina duo, and our mem-
bers Eugenia Moliner and
Denis Azabagic.

As always, Adnan Atic's
contribution is invaluable, as
well as the contribution from a
secret translator who wishes
to stay anonymous. [ thank
them both.

Andi Arnautovic - Editor

America. Targeting younger
generations, we wanted to find
ways in which our Diaspora
could connect across genera-
tional lines. We called upon a
number of our members and
invited younger Bosnian-
Americans, as well as promi-



Alexandar Hemon
BHAAAS President

“The story of the
Haggadah and all the
lives that intersected
with its journey through
history has been made
Jfamous by Geraldine
Brooks’ bestselling
novel The People of the
Book, ...”

Hagada Panel
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nent members of the commu-
nity, to share their profes-
sional experiences and ex-
change fruitful advice. The
event was well attended
(though we were hoping it
would be a full house) and
nearly perfectly organized by
our young members living in
St. Louis—particularly Di-
jana Mujkanovic, Enisa Ma-
sic and our honorary member
Patrick McCarthy, the young-
est and most Bosnian of all,.
The help and generosity of
Ben Moore and Fontbonne
were essential for the success
of Building Pathways to Suc-
cess and provided a standard
for all and any future collabo-
ration between the Academy
and American universities.
The partnership and solidar-
ity between the participants
and audience was sealed the
Bosnian way—uz pjesmu, za
sofrom--with music, at dinner
table.

Then, in May, we were in
Chicago. The Academy
worked in conjunction with
the Illinois Holocaust Mu-
seum, the American Jewish
Committee and the Consulate
of Bosnia and Herzegovina in
Chicago to organize an event
dedicated to the Sarajevo
Haggadah, the famous illumi-
nated manuscript, a master-
piece of Jewish medieval
penmanship. Under the title
A Story of Common Life and
Exile, Dr. Amila Buturovic
(BHAAAS Board of Direc-
tors member) and Ambassa-
dor Jakob Finci (BHAAAS
corresponding member and
Ambassador of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in Switzerland)
told the story of the Hag-
gadah, which begins in the
14™ century on the Iberian
peninsula, continues with the
expulsion of Jews from Spain
in 1492, and culminates with

the book being saved from
the Nazis by the courage and
composure of Dervis Korkut,
a man who believed in the
sanctity of common life and
shared knowledge. During
the siege of Sarajevo, the
Haggadah was salvaged and
protected through the efforts
of Dr. Enver Imamovic
(BHAAAS corresponding
member), who has just pub-
lished a book dedicated to it.
The Sarajevo Haggadah is
not only Bosnian national
treasure, but also a document
whose civilizational value
quite literally cannot be prop-
erly measured.

The story of the Haggadah
and all the lives that inter-
sected with its journey
through history has been
made famous by Geraldine
Brooks’ bestselling novel
The People of the Book, with
which many in the packed
auditorium of the Illinois
Holocaust Museum were
familiar. But none of the pre-
sent were prepared for the
dazzling presentation by Dr.
Buturovic, who focused on
the historical context from
which the Haggadah
emerged, and Ambassador
Finci, who armed with
PowerPoint and copious wit,
made the Haggadah appear
for the audience in all its
beauty and glory. Facsimile
copies of the Haggadah, pub-
lished in Sarajevo by Rabic,
were for sale, and many an
audience member took at
least one home.

A couple of days later, a
similar presentation, was
arranged, under the auspices
of the Academy and the Con-
sulate, for a Bosnian-
speaking audience. While
Ambassador Finci repeated
his delightful performance,
this time in Bosnian, Dr. Bu-

BHAAAS Newsletter

turovic offered a lecture enti-
tled What the Living Learn
from the Dead, a fascinating
exploration of medieval
tombstones and cemeteries in
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
many of which for decades
and, even, centuries, lay dor-
mant in verdant oblivion until
she uncovered them. The
event once again confirmed
that one can never know
enough and ended with a
lively, passionate discussion
of our past, present and fu-
ture.

Now I have to submit full
disclosure: as President of
Academy and as a Chica-
goan, | participated in both of
the events described above.
In St. Louis, I offered a pub-
lic reading; at the Holocaust
Museum and Loyola Univer-
sity, I was the panel modera-
tor. I am mentioning this only
so that I can express the pride
and joy I felt being part of
those events, being Bosnian.
For this spring in St. Louis
and Chicago, Bosnia and
Herzegovina was not a war-
torn, nearly-failed, corrupt
state, which is the shape in
which it much too often ap-
pears in the American or
Bosnian media and—Iet’s be
honest—in our own minds.
Rather, our homeland was a
place from which brilliantly
intelligent people came,
bringing fascinating stories,
histories and experiences,
possessing a wealth of
knowledge that can only be
an asset not only to our Dias-
pora, but to all those with
whom we share our new
countries. The mission of the
Academy was at full exhibit
this spring for all to see, and |
was, am and forever will
proud to be part of it.



Building Pathways to Success

sional fields. The Academy
initiated the St. Louis pro-
gram to build bridges of sup-
port with younger Bosnian
Americans, to provide con-
nection among Bosnian pro-
fessionals, and to develop
cooperative links among di-
aspora communities on pro-
jects of mutual benefit with
those in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

diaspora communities in
North America, with more
than 50,000 residents from
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The program was organized
into a series of one-hour
workshops led by Bosnian
moderators and panelists who
highlighted strategies for
success in various profes-

Original Contribution by:
Patrick McCarthy

Saint Louis University
mccartpg@slu.edu

Academy members joined
with partners from the St.
Louis Bosnian community in
hosting an April, 2010 pro-
gram on the campus of Font-
bonne University entitled,
“Building Pathways to Suc-
cess: a Career Mentoring
Event for Bosnian-
Americans.” Working from
the premise that knowledge is
a shareable wealth, the day-
long event was designed for
younger Bosnian Americans
in St. Louis, a city that is now
home to one of the largest

=

instead of waiting for them to
occur. Likewise, Academy
Second Vice President
Djenita Pasi¢, JD, empha-
sized the need for networking
and for taking risks in new
areas of career interest to
succeed professionally.

New Academy member and
recent PharmD graduate,
Ismar Karadzi¢, echoed the
advice of fellow panelists in
taking advantage of available
opportunities and then fol-
lowing up with hard work,

encouragement from the
governments of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and the United
States.

The opening program ses-
sion was a roundtable pres-
entation on “Sharing Suc-
cess Stories.” Board Mem-
ber Enes Kanli¢, MD, PhD,
reminded the audience of
the importance of persever-
ance in attaining profes-
sional success and the value
of creating opportunities

Eldin Kajevic, Sandra
Jakovljevic
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Academy Board Members on the campus of Fontbonne University, St. Louis, Missouri
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Academy President Aleksan-
dar Hemon welcomed the
assembled audience, and was
joined by Eldin Kajevic,
Consulate General of Bosnia-
Herzegovina in Chicago, and
Sandra Jakovljevi¢, Congres-
sional Outreach Coordinator
for US Congressman Russ
Carnahan (D-MO), who
added official greetings and

dedication, and focus on pro-
fessional goals. The final
presenter, Emir Kamenica,
PhD, “stole the show” with a
humorous and insightful de-
scription of his uncommon
path to academic success as a
faculty member at the pres-
tigious University of Chicago
Booth School of Business.

Emir recalled his arrival as a
refugee in Atlanta and his
entry into an inner-city high
school where violence was
prevalent. An essay


mailto:mccartpg@slu.edu
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Fontbonne University, St. Louis, Missouri

Elmina Kulasié¢, Executive
Director of the Bosniak
American Advisory Council
for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
followed by a public reading
by Academy President Alek-
sandar Hemon and a dinner
for program presenters, par-
ticipants, and guests at the
Taft Street Restaurant, whose
owner Sadik Kuki¢ from
Brezevo Polje, provided a
multi-course meal of Bosnian
specialties.

Dijana Mujkanovié, event
organizer, participant, and
Academy Candidate member,
declared the program to be a
personal and collective suc-
cess: “The rooms were full of
talent and potential, you
could smell it in the air.
Looking back, the program
was one of the most fulfilling
and satisfying days I've had. I
look forward to doing this
again!”

Plans are now underway to
formalize the relationship
with Fontbonne University to
make the career mentoring
program a regular event.
Fontbonne is a natural Acad-

. Page 4

emy partner as it is now the
home to the Bosnian Memory
Project, whose director Eng-
lish Professor Benjamin
Moore, PhD, team teaches an
honors course on the Bosnian
immigration. Fontbonne stu-
dents and faculty developed
the multi-media exhibit,
“Prijedor: Lives from the
Bosnian Genocide” and the
University now offers
courses in Bosnian and Croa-
tian Language and Culture.

In a note of appreciation to
local organizers, Aleksandar
Hemon summed up the sig-
nificance of the program and
called it a “beautiful and,
indeed, seminal event. Some-
thing great and indelible hap-
pened at the program, and I
know we can only go forward
from there. At the Academy
Board meeting the day after
our event, we all agreed that
we must do it again. I hope
we're all up for it, because
our event was the beginning
of something lasting. One
day twenty or so years from
now we might remember
together the day in April of
'10 when we did it for the

“borrowed” from a
“borrowed” copy of the work
of Mesa Selimovi¢ and trans-
lated into English by Emir
brought him to the attention
of a high school teacher who
helped arrange a placement
and financial support at an
area private school. At the
new school, Emir flourished
academically and he later
earned a full scholarship to
Harvard University. At Har-
vard, Emir continued to use
his Bosnian resourcefulness
to pursue his graduate studies
at Harvard in an economics
doctoral program that in-
cluded full financial support

'*‘:e) ‘

Business / Finance Workshop

from the National Science
Foundation.

Meeting participants then
enjoyed social time and a
buffet lunch of Bosnian food
before adjourning to special
topic workshops led by Acad-
emy panelists and modera-
tors. Breakout sessions in-
cluded information on study
abroad at the Universities of
Sarajevo and Tuzla and appli-
cation for financial aid and
scholarships.

The day’s events concluded
with a session on Preserving
Bosnian Identity, led by

Patrick McCarthy and Andi Arnautovi¢
enjoying coffee at a break
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Members in the News, Dr. Mirzada Kurbasic

BHAAAS member Dr. Mir-
zada Kurbasic, Professor of
Pediatrics at the University of
Louisville, Louisville Ken-
tucky, received 2010 MO-
SAIC Award (Multicultural
Opportunities for Success
and Achievement In our
Community), honoring new
Americans who have made
major contribution to the
community and their profes-
sion.

Dr. Kurbasic at the Award Ceremony following the flag of

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Dr. Kurbasic was honored
for her work on providing
pediatric care to Louisville
immigrant and international
population, her efforts to de-
crease tobacco use and sec-
ond hand exposure to tobacco
smoke among citizens of
Louisville with limited Eng-
lish proficiency, and her
accomplishments on the na-
tional level in the area of
global child health. Honor-

able Jerry E. Abramson, the
Mayor of Louisville declared
Dr. Mirzada Kurbasic a Dis-
tinguished Citizen.

Dr. Kurbasic

Other Mosaic Award winners were from Australia, Pakistan,

Germany, and Mexico

Members in the News, Keith Doubt

Keith Doubt recently taught
a course titled "Sarajevo:
Surviving Urbicide," which
involved a one week visit to
Sarajevo. The course with
eight students at Wittenberg
University studied just Sara-
jevo: its multi-cultural heri-
tage, its distinctive historical
periods, and its tragic war
experience. First, students
watched films such as
"Remake" and "Grbavica"
and read books such as
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"Sarajevo Blues" by Semez-
din Mehmedinovi¢ and
"Sarajevo Marlboro" by Mil-
jenko Jergovi¢. Students then
visited Sarajevo for seven
days and upon their return
they constructed their own
online walking tour of Sara-
jevo, using digital photos
with narratives collected in
Sarajevo. In Sarajevo, stu-
dents followed two excellent
guidebooks, one written for
the Winter Olympics in 1984

by William Tribe and another
after the war in 2005 by Majo
Dizdar. The link to the Web
pages that students con-
structed can be found

at: http://
www9.wittenberg.edu/
academics/soci/

sarajevo.html

Keith Doubt, PhD


http://www9.wittenberg.edu/academics/soci/sarajevo.html
http://www9.wittenberg.edu/academics/soci/sarajevo.html
http://www9.wittenberg.edu/academics/soci/sarajevo.html
http://www9.wittenberg.edu/academics/soci/sarajevo.html
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New Books

International

Travelers Healthcare
By Zerama Obradovic, MD
PhD
Quotes From
Foreword:

“There is a global trend of
increased traveling and in-
creased number of people
traveling every year.”

“In new environments, travel-
ers effectively experience
different ways of living, dif-
ferent customs and conditions
and they are exposed to risks
of contracting different, pri-
mary contagious diseases.”
“Today’s travelers spend
sizable sums of money when
traveling and they increas-
ingly want to know more
about places they travel to
and also all potential health
risk and measures to reduce
those risks. Such information
are sought from the physi-
cians, pharmacists, travel
agent and travel insurance
agency staff.

The book titled International

Travelers Health Care you
decided to read is a result of
that particular need.

The book features most com-
mon health risks that can be
associated with traveling
grouped on the basis of types
of traveling and different
means of transportation.

A portion of the book brings
a detailed description of ac-
tivities that should be carried
out prior to traveling in order
to minimize the potential
risks during the traveling.

The book also provides basic
characteristics of most com-
mon contagious deceases
normally associated with
traveling including causes,
the way in which the diseases
are transmitted, their clinical
pictures, their geographical
spread and importantly, risks
travelers normally face and
prevention measures.”

Prof Zarema Obradovié¢, MD

PhD

Quotes from the Book Re-
view:

Prof dr sci
“Surprisingly enough this is

Zarema Obradovié

ZASTITA ZDRAVLJA PUTNIKA U
MEDUNARODNOM SAOBRACAJU

Sarajevo, 2010.
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the first book in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the region
which provides an overall
approach to this issue.

The author Prof Zarema
Obradovi¢, a member of the
Bosnian-Herzegovinian
American Academy of Arts
and Sciences since 2009,
included in her book the most
recent global findings and her
own experience as she has
been actively involved in the
past in all major public health
trends and events in our
country.”

”Value of this book is re-
flected in comprehensiveness
of all relevant factors at each
stage of traveling (prior and
during the traveling, stay at
the location and after the re-
turn).

The book is written in an
even-tempered, comprehensi-
ble style and it is appealing to
an average reader. In addition
to general recommendations
as regards the possible health
risks, it provides specific
travel-related information for

A t different types of travel — by |

air, ship/cruiser, or land — and
it features tropical diseases,
STDs and diseases transmit-
ted by food, air, water and
insects, as well as blood cir-
culation-related  problems,
pressure changes in sealed off
spaces, UV radiation risks,
etc.

The literature references (78
titles) shows that the book
corresponds to fundamental
and most recent global trends
in this very specific area of
public health”.

Doc dr sci
“The book International
Travelers Health Care is
published at the time of

Sec

Zarema Obradovic, MD PhD

worldwide globalization and
‘civilizational ~ confrontation’
and as such it goes beyond the
classical scholastic medical
literature and has earned a full
everyday importance.

This is in fact a comprehensive
and detailed book which fea-
tures the topics in questions in
a contemporarily way using the
latest scientific findings. The
author is also very convincing
in explain her own positions.
Another, probably even more
important circumstance is the
fact that thus far we did not
have any adequate literature to
provide all aspects and health
risks in international travelers
in an instructive fashion. Im-
portant is that we now have an
extremely useful book in Bos-
nian language which has for the
first time featured immensely
important topics from practical
stand point. The author has
given her contribution in a very
clear, concise, and precise way
which will definitely be appeal-
ing to students, physicians,
public health specialists and all
of those whose jobs involve
this particular matter.”
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Cavatina Duo

Original Contribution by:
Denis Azabagic

Almost in every interview
we are asked how we started
to play out instruments. As
far as I can remember, as a
little boy I liked Beatles, I
liked their music; I liked the
excitement of the band play-
ing in front of the screaming
crowd (more specifically
screaming girls). My parents
enrolled me in the prepara-
tory music class in my home
town of Tuzla, and for a year
we learned two notes: C,
which resided bellow the
table, and G which spent its
time on the window. After a
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year a time came to choose
and instrument and I remem-
bered my Beatles fantasy, so
I went for the guitar. How-
ever, that year a great person
and guitar teacher came to
teach to the Music school in
my home town, and he en-
chanted me with this instru-
ment and his charisma, and
today he remains my friend,
Predrag Stankovic.

My wife told me that a
neighbor came from few
floors above where they lived
in Spain, and asked her if she
wanted to play an instrument.
First he gave her a trumpet,
and she was not thrilled, by

as soon as she picked some-
thing more “feminine”, as he
put it, she knew that was her
life. Flute, yes, and I must
admit I am very glad too,
since I can’t picture a trumpet
and guitar duo JJ....She
keeps a picture of this men on
her shelf and calls him Signor
Juan.

I started my musical educa-
tion at the age of 5 at the pre-
paratory level and at the age
of 6 a regular music school.
In our country, the music
school usually begins and the
age of 8 and the school last
for 6, so that one would fin-
ish a regular school (which is
8 years and begins and the
age of 6) and the music
school at the same time.
Well, since I started 2 years
earlier, and would finish be-
fore I was done with my
regular school, my teacher
decided to fail me twice, to
repeat 2 years of schooling in
order to keep me in the conti-
nuity of practice and school-
ing. I guess it is the highlight
of my career, being a double
failing student.

Then I went to the music
high school for music in Sa-
rajevo, to be in the class of
then famous guitar teacher
Mila Rakanovic, but also I
longed for more education,
and found a great source in
guitarist and composer Vo-
jislav Ivanovic. I am writing
this on my way to Belgrade,
on the bus from my home
town Tuzla, and in few days I
will be playing on the closing
concert of the world famous
Guitar Art festival, and guess
whose compositions I will be
playing? Those of Vojislav.
Few days back my wife and I

performed a Concerto for
flute and guitar, and that
same festival, at the opening
night. This concerto was
written for us by Alan Tho-
mas, American composer and
guitarist, and in Belgrade we
have had a world premiere
performance of this piece.
Yesterday, I met with the
mayor of my home town, Mr.
Imamovic, as well as other
representatives of the Arts
and Science community of
Tuzla, and discussed the visit
that BHAAAS will make to
Tuzla in October this year. I
feel very happy and proud of
this visit that we will make. I
remember few years after the

“Then I went to the music
high school for music in
Sarajevo, to be in the class
of then famous guitar

teacher Mila Rakanovic,...

“«“

end of the war in Bosnia, we
had small music festival in
Tuzla. We invited friends
musicians, some of the peo-
ple we studied in Netherlands
with, and we had a week of
concerts and master-classes
in my home town. One of the
greatest compliments ever
that I remember after concert
came from a lady, who said
that for an hour and half they
could forget all the recent
horrors they went through. I
guess this is the point of the
art.

President of BHAAAS Mr.
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Alexander Hemon was sup-
pose to have this meeting
with me in Tuzla, but was
held up by the stormy
weather in Munich. As I was
traveling on the bus from
Belgrade to Tuzla, through
the blizzard, I imagined that
would be the scenario. Never
the less, he will come and I
hope Mr. Imamovic takes
him to the same place for
lunch where he took me,
Sezam restaurant, where |
had a large portion of signa-
ture Bosnian fast food:
Cevapi ( elongated grilled
meat balls, with lepina (kind
of flat sourdough) bread, and
onion. Now, why I am talk-
ing about this so much? Two
reasons. Tuzla’s cevapi are
better than those from Sara-
jevo, and I want Mr. Hemon
to see the difference. I lived
in Sarajevo for 3 years, and [
have had many comparisons
between Sarajevo’s and
Tuzla’s cevapi, and what can
I say....there is no compari-
son!

Another reason for this long
story about cevapi, is that
since | met my wife, every-
one was telling hear about
Cevapi, and being a non-meat
person, she did not care too
much about it. Then one day
when we came to Bosnia, and
she saw this FAMOUS meal,
she asked me: All this fuss
about few meat balls? I rested
my case right there.... But
then she loves Ajvar, Sarma
(vegetarian version), stuffed
papers, Sataras, Mladi sir
(kind of cottage cheese),
Sirnica,...and many more
dishes.

Eugenia and I met in the
Netherlands, in 1991. War
just started between Croatia
and Yugoslavia (Bosnia was
still part of Federal Yugosla-
via). She went there because
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she was told that there was a
great flute school in Nether-
lands. I ended there thinking
that it was a temporary visit
until the things in country
quiet down. Well, they didn’t
for another 5 years.

They always ask us, was it
the relation that started first
or was it the playing. It was
the love first. I fell in love
with the long curly black
haired beauty from Spain,
and I guess she liked me as
well. I loved lying in her lap,
she leaning over me and her
hear closing around us as a
tent. She has cut it by half
now, but I love her hair still
so much. I was lucky to have
found her, to have someone
who helped me and my fam-
ily back home. She learned
my language on her own,
hearing me speaking with
some relatives, and friends. I
did not have much patience
to teach her, but she always
thought that if she wanted to
learn about the culture she

needed to learn the language.
So she did. Now I cannot
speak to our 5 year old son
Alex in my language without
her correcting me about not
correcting him. It is hilarious,
to say the least!

Talking of cross cultural mis-
understanding....

I remember her talking to me
in her mother tongue, Catalan
(one of the 4 official lan-
guages in Spain), in my grand
-mother’s house. She would
tell me to move away, and in
Catalan it goes like this:
“Denis, kita!” In Catalan, that
word means move away, but
in Bosnian, it is a vulgar
word for a mail reproductive
organ. I do not know what
was my grand-mother think-
ing after hearing this....

In 1988, when I was around
16 years old, I attended my
first big International guitar
competition. We drove from
Tuzla to Benicasim, tourist
town on the cost of Spain,
more precisely on the cost of

“They always ask us, was
it the relation that started
first or was it the playing.

It was the love first. . “

it to the 2™ round, and it took
me another 4 tries before I
won the 1% prize there. At the
time, I did not know that my
future wife lived few kilome-
ters from Benicasim. She
maybe even came to listen
some of the competition, she
told me she was going some
years to listen. I don’t think
she would have noticed a
teenager from Bosnia. But
she did notice me when we
met in the Netherlands and in
one of the student gatherings
I played music of Vicente
Asencio, great Spanish com-
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poser whose music is based
on Valencian traditional mu-
sic.

Many people know about me
and my success with the
prizes I won at the Interna-
tional guitar competitions. I
want them to know some-
thing else. It is not without
the merit that the saying
goes: Behind a great man
there is always a great
woman. I do not use this
saying as a reference to my-
self, but to my wife. She was
and she is a great force be-
hind my career, behind our
duo’s career and our family.
We get to travel and perform
together, and I find myself
sometimes just felling so
lucky to combine doing what

I love with person that I love.

It is a one of the precious
things we have. It is fun to
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play with our son as well, he
is learning to play piano, and
playing with him is a joy.
Practicing with him is an-
other story, ...and so is the
practice sessions with my
wife. It is not all “Med i mli-
jeko”, “Honey and milk”....O
no....Spanish passion and
Bosnian “tvrda glava” (thick
head) as she calls me, pro-
duce the rehearsals of the PG
-18 ratings. Still, the result is
great.

In a few weeks, a Chicago
based record label, Cedille,
will release our latest CD,
called The Balkan Project.
Few samples you can already
hear on the BHAAAS web
site. This is a product of ex-
ploration of our roots; in this
case my Balkan roots. Music
I grew up listening, and now
arranged by many composers

from around the world who
have put their signature on
this great folk material. The
concerto I mentioned earlier,
the one we just premiered in
Belgrade, is a fusion of Span-
ish and Balkan melodies, and
we love performing it. I hope
it will be programmed in
many places and the people
from our country can hear it
and recognize those melo-
dies...

Bus is approaching a river
Sava, now a border between
Bosnia and Serbia. Now
these are different countries.
Few years back I played in
Split, another country, Croa-
tia. I studied in Zagreb, capi-
tal of Croatia, performed in
Ljubljana, capital of Slove-
nia, Sarajevo capital of Bos-
nia Herzegovina, Belgrade,
capital of Serbia, now all
different countries. And yet, |
do not feel it so much. I lived
in all of them before, now I
live in USA. America feels
like home, it is a country
which is based on multi -
national, cultural, religious
society. No one asks you
where are you from, in order
to establish that you are of a
nationality that it is not good
to mix with. We used to be so
proud in Yugoslavia about
this as well. We are all af-
fected by the war, it has
scared us in different ways,
some so deeply that it is un-
derstandable the remorse that
is present.

And yet, we are all so much
similar to each other then we
are different. Everywhere we
travel we find basic need of
the people to be the same:
love, work, family...We all
need someone to love and to
be loved, we all want to have
a good work and make
money, we all care about of
children. Let’s mix, let’s

marry, and let’s have children
with people from different
backgrounds. I am not trying
to change political maps, I
am not advocating that, I am
proud to be Bosnian, but even
more I am proud to be a part
of one human race. Itis a
miracle what a human race
can achieve when we work
together and also so devastat-
ingly disturbing to see what a
humans are capable of when
the worst of us surfaces. Bal-
kan region has known wars
every 30-40 years for many
centuries now. There is no
generation that did not re-
member one. Can we avoid
it? Looking and the world in
general, it does not seem
likely, but I still want to think
that it is possible.

I crossed the border, with my
American passport.
Handy....Passports, papers,
making differences. On this
side of the river, houses look
the same, people look the
same, and food tastes the
same, coffee is the same. We
say grah, they say pasulj, we
say kruh, riza, they say hleb,
pirinac, we say “ije” they say
“e” (mlijeko-mleko), over
there Kolodvor, here stanica,
...etc...

Tomato, tomeyto, potato,
poteyto....

And yet all of us get a goose
bumps if we let go of our
mind, and sing and dance
Vranjanksi cocek, Kalajdzi-
jsko oro, Emina, Kad ja pod-
joh, Ajde Jano, Oprosti mi
pape, ....Hey we get a goose
bumps from rock, pop, jazz,
blues, samba, rumba, fla-
menco, opera, symphony, ...
what not? People’s music.
We are all people.
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Heritage

Its songs that sustained us,
and i f they
come unsustainable
Aleksandar Hemon
Taken from: Dani magazin

I spent last weekend in St.
Louis, MS where, as a mem-
ber and president of the Bos-
nian Herzegovinian Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and

Sciences I participated in an
event titled Building Path-
ways to Success. The aim of
this event was to promote
cross-generational communi-
cation within the Bosnian
diaspora along professional
and academic lines (see more
on: www.bhaaas.org or on
Facebook.

The event was organized by
the Academy with the help of
the great master and honorary
Bosnian Patrick Mc Carthy,
and young crowd (raja) from
St. Louis and Fontbonne Uni-
versity, and everything went
in a beautiful and serious
manner: we shared knowl-
edge, strengthened the lines,
and had a bit of festivities
too.

Since I am reporting in the
capacity of writer I’1l focus
primarily on festivities. First,
on the night before the event,
the “agenda” included atten-
dance at the concert of
Crvena Jabuka, which hap-
pened to be in town. I have
never been a fan of that band
— music created and incar-
nated in beach circumstances
was never close to my heart —
but, being a hard core Bos-
nian who likes to go with the
crowd, I joined in. The con-
cert was held somewhere in
the suburbs, in a hall where
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weddings are usually organ-
ized: round tables with an

C ashtray in the middle, beer

and Red Bull in plastic cups,
stage barely big enough to
hold the band. I have to admit
that, misguided by preju-
dices, I expected a loose gig.
However Crvena Jabuka, led
by Zhera who has been in
music for more than twenty
five years - grinded profes-
sionally non-stop for almost
three hours in front of an
audience which, I assume,
was much smaller than they
were used to .

The best of all was that the
audience consisted mostly of
a young crowd, in their twen-
ties — the group’s average age
was spoiled mostly by the
members of the Academy
present. Frankly, I had ex-
pected a much older audi-
ence, and collective evoca-
tion of the happy pre-war
times and playing “Go away
from the window, rain” on
the beaches of Makarska and
Orebi¢. But those young peo-
ple, who grew up in America,
some not even speaking Bos-
nian, and if they do, can still
better express themselves in
English, knew all the lyrics
and invested the same emo-
tional energy as their parents
had a quarter a century ago
on Adriatic beaches and ur-
ban jinks.

Which brought up a couple of
questions: How did this youth
become addicted to Crvena
Jabuka’s songs? How did
they learn to sing them?
What did they understand
there, what did they imagine
to understand? Is that ability
to understand and relate to
something not accessible to

e

their American counterparts
actually the distinguishing
quality which makes them
Bosnian? In other words,
have the songs of Crvena
Jabuka become a part of the
Bosnian cultural heritage that
helps the Bosnian diaspora’s
youth establish continuity
with the cultural experience
of their parents?

My ancestors on my father’s
side migrated to Bosnia from
what is today West Ukraine
during the Austro-Hungarian
period. Since that took place
during the crossover from the
nineteenth to the twentieth
century, my grand-
grandfathers brought with
them all sorts of things —
some rags, bechives with
bees, (a) huge quantities of
songs, but no national aware-
ness whatsoever, whatever
the meaning. They, as farm-
ers promised fertile lands and
forests, came from the east-
ern province of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire named
Galicia, and therefore they
were Galicians. They became
Ukraininans only in Bosnia —
the so-called national aware-
ness spread as an epidemic
through church I suppose.
However, the main and most
powerful way in which that
Galician/Ukrainian diaspora
became self-recognizable as
such was through songs.
When my Ukrainian tribe
almost entirely moved to
Canada during this war they
literally took with them those
songs that our grand-
grandfathers brought to Bos-
nia some hundred years ago.
My cousin Ivan who, before
the war, performed those
songs at events organized by
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the Cultural Association
“Taras Shevchenko”, at wed-
dings and parties, including
family gatherings where eve-
ryone sang in unison, brought
to Canada several notebooks
full of these songs — lyrics
and scores. So whenever
there is, today, a critical mass
of the members of my tribe
(read: “two”) singing is in
order. It is not at all unusual
that that loud singing goes on
for six to eight hours non-
stop, with best and most liked
songs being sang 3-4 times
(since the repertoire is, unfor-
tunately, limited), so that at
the end of this tribal oratorio
everyone within a one kilo-
meter distance knows them
by heart — family, neighbors,
passersby, and forest animals.
And even though, after three-
four hours of (quite loud)
singing, the audience present
loses its focus, and children
fall asleep or begin pushing
nails into socket holes, the
urge to continue singing does
not stop, it comes from an
instinct which requires conti-
nuity - the songs sustain us.
If they stop, we become un-
sustainable.

While Ukrainian-Galician

“My ancestors on my
father’s side migrated to
Bosnia from what is today

West Ukraine during the

Austro-Hungarian period.

songs are essentially tied to
the land-farming experience
of my ancestors and the ideal
stage for the reproduction of
that heritage is a field or a
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backyard, especially because
there one can let himself go,
the songs of Crvena jabuka
are tied to urban experience,
so the natural setting for their
reproduction is a club or a
bar. Thus I heard several
songs of Crvena Jabuka from
the concert sang in a bar in
St. Louis, as well as an
adapted version of the song
“Deni” of the band COD, that
eternal favorite of all young
girls ready to be kissed at
school excursions, this time
performed by Alen and Enes.
That night the two of them
played the entire heritage of
the BH pop music: from In-
dexi through Zdravko Colic
and Bijelo Dugme all the way
to Crvena Jabuka and Dino
Merlin.

And I have to say that that
course in the history of Bos-
nian pop culture delighted me
quite a lot, but not for any
nostalgic reason — a good part
of Alen and Enes’ repertoire |
used to despise in old days —
but because those songs, at
least for the duration of that
night, cast a net over, and
kept together the common
Bosnian experience. Because
of these songs my generation
and Bosnian-American youth
shared an inescapable pre-
sent. It’s songs that sustained
us, praise be to them
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