Development of interdisciplinary critical care medicine in Bosnia and Herzegovina
The member of BHAAAS (Dr Ognjen Gajic) initiated and actively participated in establishment of the Society for Intensive Care Medicine (Udruzenje Intenzivne Medicine Bosne i Hercegovine - UIMBIH) which has been registered at the State level since 2007. Dr Davorka Matkovic from General Hospital “A. Nakas” Sarajevo, was selected as the first president of UIMBIH. Under the auspice of UIMBIH, BHAAAS members have been involved in 1) educational seminars related to critical care medicine, 2) visiting clinical fellowships in the USA 3) donation of equipment, and 4) organization of critical care medicine in BiH 
Educational activities: Since 2006, members of BHAAAS (OG) conducted several educational seminars related to critical care medicine:
Sepsis: Sarajevo, July 2006,  

Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome: Sarajevo, November 2006,
Evidence based medicine: Sarajevo, July 2007,
Noninvasive mechanical ventilation: Sarajevo, July 2007,
Workshop in mechanical ventilation: Sarajavo, October 2007, and
Seminar in noninvasive mechanical ventilation: Banja Luka, June 2008.
In addition, the members of BHAAAS, Drs Ognjen Gajic and Emir Festic actively participated in the two annual meetings of the Bosnian Medical Initiative (Bosanska Medicinska Inicijativa – BMI), in July 2007 and July 2008.

Equipment: Noninvasive mechanical ventilation equipment (10 respirators-Respironics ST-30 and ST-20; masks and tubing) and four intensive care unit (ICU) monitors were donated to UIMBIH by Dr Gajic
Visiting clinical fellowship: Two Bosnian physicians interested in critical care medicine (Drs Pedja Kovacevic from Banja Luka and Denis Mackic from Sarajevo) completed the one month visiting clinical fellowship at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester hosted by BHAAAS member, Dr Gajic.
Organization of critical care medicine: Since June of 2008, the members of BHAAAS (Drs Gajic and Festic), started an active collaboration with French intensivist Dr Guillaume Thiery (Figure 1: Drs Festic and Thiery during a BMI meeting in Sarajevo, 2008), who is supported by French government program to help organize contemporary critical care medicine services in BiH. Since June 2008, Dr Thiery has been working on the organization and education in critical care medicine in BiH and has been practicing critical care medicine in Bosnian ICUs in Banja Luka and Sarajevo. In June of 2008, Dr Thiery joined UIMBIH and established its website:
http://reanimacija.net/joomla/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
In November of 2008, Dr Thierry and UIMBIH members (Drs Slavenka Strauss and Davorka Matkovic) organized a very successful Seminar on Mechanical Ventilation, with the world class faculty including Prof Didier Dreyfuss, Paris, France (Figure 2: Dr Didier Dreyfuss lectures in Sarajevo, November 2008). The seminar attended more than 130 intensivists from BiH and the region.
With the help and guidance from Dr Thiery and BHAAAS member Dr Ognjen Gajic,  and Drs Pedja Kovacevic and Jadranka Vidovic established a modern interdisciplinary ICU in Banja Luka (Figure 3: Old medical ICU in Banja Luka July 2006; Figure 4: Newly opened interdisciplinary medical ICU in Banja Luka, January 2009; Figure 5: Drs Gajic and Kovacevic in the medical ICU in Banja Luka, January 2009.; Figure 6: Dr Kovacevic’s  simulation center for education in critical care medicine at the University of Banja Luka, January 2009)

In the immediate future Dr Thierry is expected to start working: 1) in a new interdisciplinary ICU in Sarajevo University Medical Center and General Hospital “A. Nakas”, 2) on establishment of a formal training program in critical care medicine, and 3) on several ICU related multicenter clinical research projects (BHAAAS members and their colleagues are encouraged to actively participate in knowledge exchange with BIH intensivists and Dr Thiery). 
