
Board Meeting
01/13/13
Present: Andi Arnautovic; Adnan Atic; Dusica Babovic-Vuksanovic; Esad Boskailo; 
Amila Buturovic; Emir Festic; Dino Kujundzic; Mirzada Kurbasic; Igor Lemajic; Patrick 
McCarthy; Djenita Pasic; Gordan Srkalovic; Azra Terzic; Indira Arnautovic
Invited guests: Kenan Arnautovic; Amer Catovic; Emir Hodzic

1. Wikipedia project

Board of Directors support the initiative by Amer Catovic.

The project would consist of establishing an award for Wikipedia 
contributions that document Bosnian-Herzegovinian national heritage.  

Contributions to Wikipedia (English version) require significant 
amounts of time and skill in order to properly prepare, competently 
present and eloquently debate the subject matter. The main purpose 
of the award would be to provide motivation for such efforts.

An annual budget of $1,000 is pledged by Amer Catovic, consisting of 
a $500 personal donation and a $500 matching grant by Qualcomm 
Inc.

2. BHAAAS competition for the best scientific research and cultural and 
artistic project 

Board of Directors accepted recommendation from the Committee to award 
two candidates: 

Mirza Berković, Faculty of Traffic and Communications University of 
Sarajevo



and Mirsad Festa, Sarajevo School of Science and Technology.

3. Membership cancelations and revision of membership status

Some of our members joined the Academy while still in school, and now 
after finishing their degree they expressed interest to become Associate or 
Active members. All request for revision of membership status should be 
directed to the Membership Committee in a letter attached to the CV. The 
Membership Committe will review the request,  and after approval from the 
Board of Directors inform Finance Committee, Web page Committee about 
change in status.

Letters of resignation should be addressed to the Board of Directors. In the 
event that financial hardship is the only reason for withdrawal, the request for 
“waiver of membership fee” should be addressed to the Board of Directors. 
The Board will review each case and propose recommendations.

4. Report from Finance Committee

Membership Fees are still the main source of the Academy operating budget. 
However, collecting membership fees is still challenging, and we are still 
trying to find a way to make it easier and more convinient for for members to 
fulfill their duties. In addition to the PayPal option we will soon be offering a 
possibility for an automatic deduction of membership fees.



5. BHAAAS Future Planning (Finance and Law Committee) 

Dino Kujundzic provided a brief overview of the presentation given at the 
Jacksonville meeting, summarizing it in attempt to get the current Academy 
members more involved and to make the Academy more appealing and more 
easily accessible to potential members. Some of the things emphasized were 
the membership dues and categories of membership - ensuring that 
membership dues are collected in a timely manner but also ensuring that 
members feel that their dues are justified; also discussed was clarifying what 
the Academy is about and what are the roles of its members - getting input 
from general membership on how they see the role/purpose of the Academy 
and what they expect or need from the Academy, and reaching a consensus in 
this regard which would allow for easier recruitment of new members and 
would likely help in organization of future projects, fundraising, etc.  

6. "Days of BHAAAS in BiH" in Mostar

Every year BHAAAS organizes its “Days of BHAAAS in BiH” at various 
BiH University Centers - Sarajevo 2009, Tuzla 2010, Zenica 2011, Sarajevo 
2012, and we are currently organizing a meeting in Mostar for 2013. The 
“Days of BHAAAS in BiH” last for 3 full days and consist of a series of 
lectures, workshops, and courses in various professional fields, and in the 
past has culminated with a musical concert of famous musicians and 
orchestras. 

However, due to difficult economic situation in Mostar and BiH, our 
colleagues and hosts from Mostar suggested that this year we have shorter 
program that will include only lectures and workshops from Medical field. 
Board of Directors with full understanding of the circumstances accepted the 
recommendation from the Mostar organizing Committee.  
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